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ART NEWS FROM THE OLD WORLD 

The Academy elections in London, while not so brilliant as last 
year's selections, are considered reputable and useful. Two Scots- 
men have been honored with promotion, and this is a practical 
method of meeting the complaint that Burlington House reserves its 
privileges for English and American artists and is indifferent to the 
- remarkable achievements of painters born north of the Tweed. The 
new Academician, David Murray, was one of the pioneers of the 
Glasgow school, but after making a reputation in the North he was 
strongly influenced by Constable's art, and was not contented out of 
Suffolk and Hampstead, where he could paint landscapes in that great 
master's manner. David Farquharson, the new associate, is, like 
Mr. Murray, a member of the Scottish Academy; but he has gone as 
far from his native Perth as he could without crossing the Atlantic. 
Cornwall is his favorite sketching-ground, and his,home is within two 
miles of Land's End. An architect has also been elected an asso- 
ciate, Reginald Blomfield, the designer of many fine country 
houses and the author of a well-informed history of Renaissance 
architecture in England. George Clausen was generally regarded as 
the strongest candidate for Academician, but as he did not become 
an associate until four years after Mr. Murray's election, he has been 
temporarily placed on the waiting list, in accordance with Academic 
usage. Certainly this year's selections carry out the idea that pro- 
motion surely comes if the artist only has the patience to stand and 
wait. Social reasons have not regulated the succession of the three 
new members. Other men were greater favorites, but they have been 
passed over. 

^ Carl Gustave Waldeck, the St. Louis portrait-painter, has been 
appointed an officer of the French Academy, an honor that ha.s been 
given to few Americans. 

«* The Paris municipal authorities have authorized the collection of 
photographs of the city as it stands to-day, especially of all old build- 
ings and monuments. Such photographs, invaluable to the art 
students, architects, and historians of the future, are to be deposited 
in the Musee Carnavalet. Prizes have 'just been awarded for the best 
contributions made to the collection this year, and although the 
Bulletin de l'Art does not think much of the offerings, the value of 
such a record is beyond question. It is considered high time that a 
similar work was undertaken in New York, where the changes are so 
rapid that whole quarters are destroyed and rebuilt in the course of a 
generation. The quaint woodcuts of Valentine's Manual are now 
invaluable as furnishing the best views that remain of the New York 
of 1825-50. Now that photography makes such work easy and 
cheap, a series of views covering the city and suburbs at intervals of 
five or ten years ought to find a place in such an institution as the 
Historical Society. 
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